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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______ Joseph Rodrigues ___________________Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  _______W. Minot Wood_____________Emilie Schuler_________Catherine Childs
Meeting Minutes
May 5, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, David Mercer, Joe Rodrigues, Catie Childs, Emilie Schuler
Staff: Pam Helinek
Public Hearings and Discussions
RDA, 42 Harrington Road
Present: Brian Hache
The applicant proposes to construct a deck and also seeks an after-the-fact determination for an above ground pool in the Buffer Zone to an intermittent stream.   Paul Byrne made a motion to issue a negative determination, second by David Mercer, vote 5-0-0
RDA, 1 Houghton Street
Present: Nelia Santos, Michael Chaves
The applicant proposes to cut trees and brush along Tannery Brook which are degrading the retaining wall and build a fence along the brook.  Some shrubs and flowers will be planted.  The area will be cleaned up, graded and seeded, and partially paved with crushed stone to allow for a permanent food truck.   Paul Byrne made a motion to issue a negative determination, second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 5-0-0. 

EO, Highland Commons, 190-0481

Present: Gene Crouch, VHB; Carolyn MacDonald, Berlin Conservation Commission; Louise Janda, Berlin Conservation Commission
Benderson Development has hired Gene Crouch, who worked on the original Highland Commons plans, to complete the site restoration.  Paul Byrne asked Carolyn MacDonald if, as an abutter, she has a conflict of interest.  She has talked to Jed Hayes and he is comfortable with her being involved.  Benderson had a contractor clean up the trash and old silt fence and is currently accepting bids for a landscape company to do the restoration construction.  Gene Crouch, Pam Helinek, Carolyn MacDonald and Dave Burke (Berlin wetlands consultant) had a site walk in the back part of the site.  Gene Crouch confirmed that no restoration has been done and that the area behind the shopping center has been altered.  There is a large excavated pond and associated wetland where the original Riverfront restoration was supposed to have been done.  He said that the original restoration plan is still applicable to the front of the property, where the culvert will be removed, but that a new plan is needed for the back area.  
Paul Byrne asked about remediation at Tripps Pond.  Gene Crouch remembered one incident where significant sediment ended up in the pond.  The Commission said there had been 4 incidents.  Gene Crouch will talk to Benderson about the pond.  Pam Helinek will try to obtain the results of a survey of Tripps Pond that was done by the Recreation Department prior to the Highland Commons project. 

Paul Byrne made a motion to issue an amended EO requiring the applicant to submit a new restoration plan with a timeline under the existing OOC.  The applicant must attend the May 19th meeting with an extension request and a completion date for submitting the new plan and timeline.  A full time site supervisor must be present when the work is being done and the culvert work must be done during low flow conditions. Second by Joe Rodriguez, vote 5-0-0. 
Administrative Business
Paul Byrne moved to accept the minutes from April 21.  Second by Emilie Schuler, vote 3-0-2. 

COC Request, 17 Woodrow Street, Lot 2, 190-0496
The applicant requests a COC to close out an expired OOC on which no work was done.  Pam Helinek performed a site visit to confirm no work was performed.  Paul Byrne made a motion to issue the COC, second by David Mercer, vote 5-0-0.
Emergency Certification – Hudson High School, beaver activity
The Board of Health issued an emergency permit to trap the beavers damming the stream by the high school athletic fields.  Pam Helinek issued an Emergency Certificate to breach a limited area of the beaver dam to prevent flooding in the fields.  Paul Byrne made a motion to ratify the Emergency Certificate, second by David Mercer, vote 5-0-0.
Discussions
A consultant working at 136 Main Street asked if Danforth Brook was perennial or intermittent at that location and whether the water under the building was jurisdictional. The Commission stated that it is actually Tannery Brook at that location and it is considered perennial.  Also that the building is considered to be part of the dam so that the water underneath is jurisdictional. 
A homeowner wants to build a raised deck about 6 feet from Lake Boon, with a ramp to the bank and a floating dock.  The Commission requires an NOI.

There is a hazardous branch from a tree on Town Land overhanging the property at 93 Fort Meadow.  DPW cannot access the branch.  Pam Helinek asked if the Commission would pay to have the branch cut. The Commission thought the land was part of Centennial Beach and therefore Recreation land.  Pam Helinek will contact the Recreation Division.
Updates

Intel is concerned about liability if they dewater across the road.  Paul Byrne said they could use a stormwater drain with DPW’s permission.  They would need to clean the drain before and after the work is done.

DEP tested the foam discharging into the water at 209 Chapin Road and found detergent.  DEP is requiring the town to find the source of the detergent and correct it.  DPW has a 3 step plan to put cameras in the storm drain system to find illicit connections, trace any connections found to the property, and then inspect the laundry facilities on the property.

Pam Helinek suggested a meeting with Town Counsel, the Building Commissioner, Town Clerk, and DPW to review the draft Wetlands Bylaw before submitting it to the Town Meeting warrant, and holding a public information session in the fall before Town Meeting.  She asked that the Commission send her comments before June 1 so that she can prepare a final draft for internal review.
Southern Sky Renewable Energy has submitted the remediation check for $4000.  Pam Helinek has talked to DPW and Recreation about possible planting locations.  Paul Byrne suggested investigating planting at the ice rink opposite the DPW building between the stream and the snow storage area, along the bank of the river behind the fire station, and at Hudson High to replace any trees downed by beavers.

Public Input
A resident was present to ask about the Eversource project.  The Commission explained that Eversource has not yet filed a permit application and described the permitting process.
Adjournment
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